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From the Front4 Solar: IBA tells county to deny solar panel farm
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the IBA.
Franklin County Manager Elizabeth Thomas
told commissioners then
that since the proposed
site for the farm is a part
of a larger industrial
tract, it may not be the
best use of the property.
The proposed site for
the solar farm is currently
a part of 333 acres where
the former Milliken Sibley Mill once stood.
The IBA, in a letter
signed by Chairman Harris Little, suggested that
commissioner reject the
plan.
“Based on the limited
areas for the development of industry and
infrastructure
within
Franklin County, the opportunities for the IBA to
execute its powers would
be tremendously diminished and thwarted if the
project was located where
requested,” Little wrote.
“Many other nearby or
adjacent areas are available that are suited and
compatible that would not
conflict with the IBA’s legally granted powers ... In
conclusion, the Authority
has voted in a duly called
meeting to recommend denial of the conditional use
at the location presented.

If the County desires the
Authority to evaluate
alternative locations in
the vicinity that do not
negatively affect the goals
of the IBA and decrease
potential
employment,
please let us know.”
To read the complete
letter, see Page 10A.
Commissioners agreed
to rezone the larger Milliken tract in December to
commercial industrial.
Pacolet Milliken detailed plans then to market the site for future industries.
Ryan Hughes of SolAmerica told commissioners March 4 that his company has had an option on
50 acres of the Milliken
property since earlier last
year.
SolAmerica plans to
build the solar panel farm
and sell three megawatts
of electricity to Georgia
Power, Hughes said.
Thomas said Tuesday
that the proposed solar
farm will be on the commissioners’ agenda Monday night. Commissioners meet at 6 p.m. at the
Franklin County Justice
Center.
There will be no need
for another hearing on the
proposal, she said.
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IBA letter on proposed solar farm
RE: Response to Franklin County
Board of Commissioners Request for
Review and Input as to approve a
Solar Farm as a Conditional Use in CI
(Commercial Use) District by Pacolet –
Milliken’s “Sibley Site” being identified as a portion of Map and Parcel
071 046 containing 333.36 total
acres.

mercial facilities in Franklin County.
Specifically, the IRA’s recommendation
derives from its charter – to relieve
unemployment within its boundaries.
The mandates in the local legislation
lists examples of building and structures suitable for use, these include
factories, mills, shops, processing
plants, assembly plants or fabrication
plants. Solar generation farms do not
The Franklin County Industrial
fall within these types of buildings or
Building Authority (IBA) received a re- structures creating employment opquest from the Franklin County Board portunities.
of Commissioners (BOC) to review and
The consensus of the IBA is that
make a non-binding recommendathe grant of the requested conditional
tion as to its approval or denial of a
use does not comport with the spirit,
conditional use permit application for purpose, and meaning behind indusa solar power generation farm on an
trial development in Franklin County
industrial site (Sibley Site) near Lavofor promotion and expansion of the
nia, based on our economic developpublic good, public welfare, industry,
ment guidelines.
and trade while reducing unemployThe IBA has, in cooperation with
ment to the greatest extent possible.
the property owner, invested consider- Additionally, the use of the requested
able time and effort in the redevelop- site is inconsistent with the Industrial
ment in and around the vicinity of
Character Area/Future Use Plan as
the Sibley site for industrial expansion explained by the Planning Staff in its
in order to encourage and promote
report the IBA reviewed.
development of industrial and comThe IBA considers alternative

Thomas also recommended that commissioners abandon the county’s
portion of Bowman Street,
which runs through a portion of the Milliken prop-

erty.
Abandoning the road
from the Lavonia city limits to where it ends will
open that portion of the
property for development,

sources of power such as but not limited to solar farms desirable in logical
locations where potential for employment based industrial development
is not negatively impacted. Based on
the limited areas for the development
of industry and infrastructure within
Franklin County, the opportunities for
the IBA to execute its powers would
be tremendously diminished and
thwarted if the project was located
where requested. Many other nearby
or adjacent areas are available that are
suited and compatible that would not
conflict with the IBA’s legally granted
powers.
In conclusion, the Authority has
voted in a duly called meeting to
recommend denial of the conditional
use at the location presented. If the
County desires the Authority to evaluate alternative locations in the vicinity
that do not negatively affect the goals
of the IBA and decrease potential
employment, please let us know.
Sincerely,
Harris Little,
Chairman

she said, because the road
will no longer separate
one piece of the land from
the rest.
To abandon the street,
Thomas said the change

will have to be advertised
in the Franklin County
Citizen Leader for four
weeks before a hearing
and decision is made.

FFA spring plant sale this weekend
CARNESVILLE – The Franklin
County Agriculture Department will
hold its annual spring plant sale on
March 29 from 1-5:30 p.m. and March 30
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Customers should park at the Agriculture Center, which is located in
the back of the Franklin County High
School campus.

Pictured during the unveiling of the Girls Maker Initiative at the Royston
Public Library March 16 are (from left) Rita Shoemaker of the Franklin County
Library Board, Athens Regional Library Assistant Director Jean Mead, Franklin County Libraries Manager Maggie West, Founder Ananya Ganesh of Girls
Maker Initiative and Royston Mayor David Jordan. (Photo by Scoggins)
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Maker: New program aims to
encourage girls to make things
The program provides
girls with a small box full
of items needed to get
started.
The box includes an Arduino board, a small microcontroller that can be
used to create a variety of
things.
The kit also comes with
wires, connections and
other needed electronics
supplies.
Ganesh also provides
a project manual that includes several different
projects that a girl in the
program can create.
The manual begins
with the most basic of
projects and then builds
to increasingly-difficult
ones.
“The goal is for them
to go through this book so
they can write their own
book,” Ganesh said.
The Girls Maker Initiative sponsors a yearly contest for the best projects
created by those in the
program.
A girl who built a machine that fed her dogs
while she and her family
were on vacation won the
very first contest sponsored by the Initative.
While still just a high
school junior, Ganesh has
a long list of accomplishments.
She is a national finalist and Science Award

winner in the Science
Fair, a first-place Global
Entrepreneurship Competition winner, a national
medalist in the Scholastic
Writing Award and a national finalist in the EngineerGirl Competition.
This year, she’s also a
national finalist in the International Science and
Engineering Fair, a state
winner in the Junior Science and Humanities Syposium and will attend
the National Science and
Humanities Symposium
in Phoenix in May.
Ganesh brought the
Girls Maker Intiative to
Royston and Elbert County because she considers
Franklin, Hart and Elbert
counties a second home.
Ganesh’s parents, T.K.
and Sudha Ganesh, have
a home on Lake Hartwell.
Ananya grew up coming to the area, spending
time not only on the lake
but in Royston, Franklin
County and Elbert County
as well.
After creating her Initiative, Ananya looked to
bring it to places without
a “makerspace.”
A makerspace is a dedicated area where students
can gather to create and
build projects.
There was no such
space in Franklin or Elbert counties, so Ananya’s

love for the area fit her
new project.
Funding for the intiative has come from Ananya’s efforts to raise donations from sponsors. She’s
also exploring grants that
might help.
The March 16 meeting
at the Royston Public Library was to kick off the
program. Another meeting for those interested in
the initative will be held
soon.
About 10-15 members
are needed to start a chapter. A group has already
been started at Elbert
County Middle School.
As young girls go
through the program and
then pass to high school,
they can come back and
serve as mentors for future groups, Ananya said.
Royston Mayor David
Jordan welcomed the new
project and said the city
fully supports it.
“We’re excited,” the
mayor said. “This is something ... that is really a
blessing.”
There are so many
young people in Royston
without access to something like the Girls Maker
Initiative, the mayor said.
For more information
on the Girls Maker Initiative, visit www.girlsinitative.com.

Many different bright and colorful
annuals, tomato and pepper plants, Geraniums, bedding plants, baskets and
vegetables will be available.
“We greatly appreciate your support and dedication to our Horticulture Program at Franklin County High
School,” FFA Advisor Cale Watkins
said.

